


In Chaumont, The Work in Green 
 
Chaumont-sur-Loire. There are thirteen artistis participating in the 9th 
Art Season at the Domaine de Chaumont-sur-Loire, which since 2008 has 
been inviting a dozen artists every year to exhibit in the castle’s park and 
buildings. Some more well known than others.  
 
Sheila Hicks (born in 1934) has taken up all the space of the gallery of 
the Fenil, from the walls to the old troughs of the calves, with her balls, 
patties, braids, and mats of textile fibers of all colors which she combines 
in places with bundles and branches. Entitled Glossolalia, the work with its 
textures and its chromatic variations disturbs the perception of space. 
Also born in 1934, Sam Szafran occupies the upper galleries of the castle 
with 35 works (watercolors and pastels) from private collections: two 
large pieces were made for the occasion. Splendid — the collection is 
centered on one of his favorite themes, the forests. 
 
It is in the park that Miguel Chevalier has installed a kind of dome, which 
once inside one is surrounded by a multi-sensory installation (music is by 
JB Schillingi) and seduced by the projection of a digital garden composed 
of flowers and artificial plants that grow in real time. 
 
Seen from afar, Anastasia, the trunk like work of Ursula von Rydingsvard 
appears more true than nature. It is composed with the help of thousands 
of small cedar pieces. Impressive — it is readily apparent that the 
placement of the work is a result of good research.  
 
A number of pieces are directly inpsired by the site, such as Jardins 
d'ette, videos realized by David Quayola, from images taken at night 
during his residence last summer. Another notable mention,  Stephane 
Guiran takes advantage of the rotundity of the stables by installing a 
constellation of 5000 quartz flower on rods that play hide and seek with 
the rays of the sun. 
-Henri Francois Debailleux 
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