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Waashington, DC 20030,

Ursula von Rydingsvard

Skip To My Lou, 1997

Redmond, Washington

The Microsoft Corporation recently
commissioned an outdoor artwork as
part of the expansion of the compa-
ny's Redmond, Washington, campus.
After considering a number of artists
for the project, the Microsoft Corpo-
ration chose Ursula von Rydings-
vard. Despite a tight deadline, the
installation took place on schedule
on December 22, 1997,

The work, the firse outdoor picee
in the Microsoft Corporation’s grow-
ing art collection, is located in the
corporation’s newest building com- .
plex. Skip to My Lou occupies the Ursula von Rydingsvard, Skip to My Lou,
center of a landscaped circle in the 1997. Cedar and graphite, 3.5 x 67 ft. dia.
new building's courtyard. Von Ry-
dingsvard’s meandcering cedar and
graphite walls range from three
to four fect in heighr. The artist
describes the work as a reaction to
the outer circle: “A clean, exacting
ciecle enabled me ro react in a way
thac frolicked and sabotaged its
geometry, and yet | embraced it
because | wanted it to serve as a con-
tainer for these primitive strucrures
that grew out of the inside of the cir-
cle.® She adds, “I feel as if Pve made
a wandering wall, a short wall that
ends up linking to itself in a some-
whac ciecular fashion, as though
makmg reference o marks that im-
ply an ancient scripe or a dance, The
wall is low and open, enabling peo-
ple ro participate with i0.™ In addi-
tion to interacting with the sculprure
on ground level, the piece is visible
from the office windows that ring the
courtyard.
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