Art

Change and continuity in outdoor sculptures

By Edward ). Sacancki
TIQUINER ART CRITIC
he ouldoor sculpiure
trefsure hunt comtlinmes
this weok ol Grounds lor
Sculpture, just cast of
Trenton o Hamilion, N1,
and ot the Abingten Arl Conter in
Jeokintown,

Hoth femure permaneot displays
of outdsor sculplure that chaoge
annually. In ¢ach case, oot all the
sculplures are replaced, which al-
lows for continully from year to
yoar.

Grounds for Scalpture is by far
the larger operation. The 1Sacre
site. Which has boen land=caped to
provide a variety of I sit-
uniens. includes a V0MEguare
Ipol, gloss-walled pavilion where
smaller plecct are divplayed io-
donrs

Ia this, 13 third season, the park
iz featuring work by Melvin Ed-
wards, Willlam King. Beverly Pep-
per opd Mapuwel Neri. They sc
count for M of the 46 sculptures
scathifed oveér the grounds. An-
other 38 sculptures and works on
pager are displayed in the pavil-

Althongh sculpiure here tends
1o b abairact raiher than figura-
tive, anly two of the four [eatared
anlisis work 1hal wav,

Pepper’s  Mall. thio, cassjron
pleced soctt 10 bu based oo oom-
oo toade seel a0 i, oo wp
o meaumentality. As  forms,
thev're no more interesting than
the origioals. Edwards” welded-
stewl pleces, which incorporate gi-
ant ¢hain links a3 o reference to
the overyday world, are mare arig
inal and far less static.

Eing's glant stckflgures, fabri

Michael Grothusen's “Origin™ at the Abington Art Center was suppoied 1o deteriorate
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gradually, but cellapsed after construciron. House forms serve to modify the picce.

cated of fat alominom plate, olso
iry to achieve presence by scaling-
up. Merls rough<cast, humanscala
lgures ame far mofe expressive,
They fewl & bit [ioe Rodin-Giscomet-
1l hybeids whote hodies have been
danbed with vivid eoame] colost

The heldover scuiptures 1ond W
look better the second or third lime
you see them, aher they have se3-
tled into fhelr envircoments. The
best examples of this phenomenon
are the caxt-aluminum pieces by Art
Schade, which have weathered 1o
luscious pearlgray patine.

The small sculplures in metsl

and stone on the second level of
the pavillon prove conclusively
that size has nothing 10 do with
qualliy. These Include a Jo David-
son pude, a John Swirs wrso o
hmwestons and 8 ULy stndieg
nude by Gaglon Lachalie. Exgui-
e =l

Of the nine sculptures installed
of the grounds ol Ablegloh Art
Center, six are oew. One of the
boldovers is a work in progross by
Winifred Lutz thet has chenged
somewhs! from lasl Summer,

All tho new pleces ore absiract
and obe, Ordgin by Michael Groth-
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“Hannah's Horizon" by Ursela von Hrdlnl“ard also ar the Abmg:a.r: Art Ceniter, 'z a low,
solid servicture of cedar wood rubbed ewith graphite ther resembles a slate wall,
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nzen, might bo charactorized os an
cnvironmoentlal piece. IS & struc-
ture of packed carth tha! was sup
posed 1o deleriorale grodually:
however, it collapsed dramatically
right after it was comstrectod.

Grothaten has sinee modified
the plece by adding somé house
forms, also of p.ctcd earth. With-
oul them, tho “ruin” oflers oo evi-
dence of bemg n ATIWork.

“The & flli;,l'iw
H] i low, salld strocture
of cedar wund mbbed with groph-
ite thot resembles a slnte wall. Lika
the Grothusen plece, this one also
looks a bit like a roin, albeir a
more intentlonal and substaniial
ofe. Abd 1l merges efforilessly
with its site.

Jes=e Moorc's Dide’s Pyre is the
mosd Tancilul of the new works
Consttuctéd of cypress wood, It
resembles 2 gian! amphora or
plamb bob sespended w dowg
nnder a tripod Tormed (rom three
tapeting Iedders. Moore's piece
gemerai=s an whusual lension of
forces, an upward thrum counter-

. balagced by one's lendoncy to read

the vessel form as felling

The settling-in effect has im- |

proved the appearance of Nick Kri-

-pal’s.feariss, a Inrge adobe sculp-

tiite halfway down one side of the
lewn. Lutz's Reclamation Garden

§  looks tess like n work In progress

than it did last year. The struc.
tures she hos crestad from fallen
trees now read as belng Intrinsic

~ to 1he ]andsupe

Crounds lor Sculphuere 'lﬁ-
Feigiounds Rd. HamWon ‘._:
Hoss 10 e, 10 4 pom. B

s @nd Batvrdays. Thiough Bect 3‘

Piicrie BOS-LAC 0818 ik
Mgptinghiuse 54, Jankinown, The
canterle.cliead thicugh Bapt, B,
bt the sciilplure garden remaing
of+an 1o the public. Througly mid-
1986, Fhone. 215-087-4802,
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